King and his last Parliament, as it had convinced Digby that Parliament could not be relied upon for effective support in case of war, appears to have inspired Gondomar with a fresh hope of converting England. The Prince, who had not shown much interest as yet in his own marriage, was much grieved for his sister; and Gondomar seems not only to have created in him the same belief which had been so strongly impressed upon Digby, that the restoration of the Palatinate would follow the marriage as a matter of course, but to have persuaded him that a visit to Madrid incognito, with only two servants, would expedite the marriage. If he were weak enough to go, it was not likely that he would be strong enough to resist the influences which would then be brought to bear upon him; and if the future King of England could be brought to profess himself a Catholic, the marriage would prove a very profitable investment. It had been settled before Gondomar left England that the visit should be paid, if on his arrival in Spain he found it advisable. On the 27th of September, just after the news of the fall of Heidelberg had reached England, the Prince and Buckingham wrote to remind him of it. In the beginning of December they received from him a private message that he would be glad to see the Prince. In February, 1622-23, they got leave to go. On. the 7th of March they arrived at Madrid. And at this time it was that, -according to the indiscreet avowal of the Spanish minister Olivarez, the match began to be really intended on the part of Spain.
The history of the diplomatic game between the young and old players which followed does not concern me at present except as it concerned Bacon, and it concerned him chiefly as withdrawing from the Court at a critical time the two persons whose influence over the King might have counteracted that of the busiest and most useful of the councillors with whom they left him. Fornst the wish of the King of Spain."    How far he was in earnest at this time about the marriage it is not easy to make out.   But the breach between theon-                                              *-'
